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Foreword

The Taiwan-U.S. defense partnership is one of the backbones of our na-
tional security. Due to the continuing expansion of China’s military might
and emergence of disputes in the East and South China Sea, its significance
is increasingly more evident. Indeed, this partnership should be regarded as

a crucial asset in the U.S. pivot strategy.

The US. arms sales to Taiwan and Taiwan’s defense budget are considered
two crucial indicators of the state of the Taiwan-U.S. defense partnership.
The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and I have repeatedly prompted
the Ma Administration to urgently and substantially augment the defense
budget as well as committed to increase it to the level of GDP 3% shall the
DPP return to power. We support and never averse any aspect and object of
the US. arms sales. For the sake of ensuring the military imbalance across
the Strait does not widen, we suggest that the acquisition should be acceler-
ated. On many occasions, I told our American friends that the US. arms

sales to Taiwan should be stepped-up.

In addition to arms sales and defense budget, we also put the emphasis on

In addition to arms sales and defense the “non-hardware” aspect of the
budget, we also put the emphasis on Taiwan-U.S. defense partnership,
the “non-hardware” aspect of the Tai- which promotes the establishment
wan-U.S. defense partnership of common values and view-

points in plural-level interaction,
unobstructed and sincere communication, and mutual and complementary
cooperation. Notably, the past efforts in the “non-hardware” aspect have

laid solid foundations for developing the Taiwan-U.S. defense partnership.

Standing on the “three-layered framework” foundation, we contend that in-
stitutionalizing high-level national security meetings on a regular basis would
greatly aid the development of common strategic viewpoints. We also sug-
gest expanding training programs in the U.S. for our servicemen in order to
overcome the constraints of the local training space, allow our troops to
better integrate newly acquired system into their inventory, and ensure that
the equipment Taiwan possesses can be used to full effectiveness. Also, bi-

lateral cooperation in cyber security realm -- based on the “Terms of Ref-
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erence for Information and Communication Technologies Forum” -- should

be strengthened.

The Taiwan-U.S. defense partnership should not be confined within official
interaction. Industrial defense

We seek smart and clean acquisition cooperation has to be seen as

operations while furthering efficient a vital part of the new chapter

and pluralistic patterns for international . ., partnership. Such co-

cooperation of defense industries. Re- operation will support the de-

ciprocal industrial cooperation willbe a . 4 o0 both

vital part in our new chapter of the countries, foster the quality of

partnership our defense research and de-
velopment, and deliver new job opportunities. In essence, we intend to seek
smart and clean acquisition operations while furthering efficient and plural-

istic patterns for international cooperation of defense industries.

Defense communities, experts and scholars play very positive roles in the
Taiwan-US. defense partnership. More research projects on Taiwan’s na-
tional security and defense policy by academics in both countries should be
encouraged. Taiwan’s complicated security issues beg for more innovative

ideas from the professionals.
Trust is the path to partnership. In the future, we will do our best to let our
American friends have assurance in the constructive contribution of our na-

tional defense to regional security and stability. And this is where our new

chapter begins.
‘94;(/ [ senp—

President, New Frontier Foundation
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